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Answer the following questions:

Q1. (i) "Beneath all uniforms..." What uniforms do you think the poet is speaking about?

(ii) How does the poet suggest that all people on earth are same?

Ans. (i) The poet is referring to the clothes we wear. It could also be interpreted as the kind of person you
are, the caste, creed, culture religion, nature, demeanour, character, the facade (deceptive external
appearance) the prejudices, and the pretenses under which we breathe. The poet says that we are all the
same, whatever we cover ourselves with.

(ii) The poet says that we are all the same, we live in the same world, our habits are the same, we work,
we eat, we sleep and wake up in the same manner. The strength in every human being lies in his ability to
love and spread love. And we all settle down in the same earth when we die.

Q2. How do human beings conflict?

Ans. The poet says that human beings spread negative ideas, creating ill-will, and intolerance towards
each other. When this volcano of hatred erupts, there is war, bloodshed, death, and discontent. It is,
therefore, necessary that we do not fall prey to false prejudices and unnecessary attempts made to defile
the earth.

Q3. Explain the use of the terms 'harvest' and 'war' in the poem.

Ans. The poet has used these terms for their symbolic meanings. The term "harvest is symbolised as the
harbinger (indicator) of peace, harmony, and growth and the giver of life. Contrarily, 'war' is the instrument
of destruction, and spreads hatred, and misery everywhere.

Q4. How do we defile the earth?

Ans. We defile the earth by considering other human beings as our enemies, outsiders, and foreigners; by
dividing our earth into countries and by developing enmity against another group of people. We wage
wars and the weapons of war pollute the air we breathe, by raising dust and smoke, and by piling debris
on earth.

Q5. Wars have always brought total ruin in this world, yet they are fought repeatedly.' Discuss.

Ans. Wars are a result of over-ambition and greed of irresponsible rulers of the world. They bring ruin both
to the victor and the vanquished by shattering the economy of the warring countries. In the past, wars
were localised but now they are global and hence, more dangerous and destructive. The memories of the
First and the Second World Wars are still fresh in our minds. The horrific after-effects of the bombing of
Hiroshima and Nagasaki in can still be seen. Still, it is appalling to note that people of the world do not
learn from history. The danger of yet another war lurks all the time. The divisive forces are even stronger
in the present times and the mad race of armaments too is scary. Hope lies in the strength of the



common people who should refuse to be fooled by vested and unscrupulous leaders. Instead, people of
the world should look at the world as a global village that offers innumerable opportunities and reasons
for peaceful coexistence.


